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[Last May, the FDR-FMLN (Democratic Revolutionary Front-Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front) presented an "18-point program" summarizing its demands and position on the civil war
to President Jose Napoleon Duarte and the Salvadoran armed forces. In the first two rounds of
the peace talks in October, resumed under the auspices of the regional peace accord, the rebels'
fundamental demands and positions had not changed. A summary of this document appears below,
furnished by Frontera News (Box 2192, 2140 Shattuck, Berkeley, Calif. 94704). May 27, 1987 Proposal
for Immediate Negotiations Aimed at Ending the Conflict To the High Command of the Armed
Forces And to the President of the Republic From the Democratic Revolutionary Front and the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front The FDR and the FMLN hereby propose two steps
aimed at a political solution to the national conflict: I. An overall agreement for the humanization
and reduction of the economic, social and political impacts of the war. II. A proposal for reopening
dialogue on an overall political solution to the war. I.1. Suspension of the air war (both aerial
bombardment and shelling from ships). In a territory as small and densely populated as ours,
the air war seriously affects the civilian population and is being used to force depopulation and
impede resettlement. I.2. Suspension of the use of long-range artillery (81mm and 120mm mortars,
105mm and 155mm howitzers, etc.). In practice, it is impossible to aim these weapons precisely.
Consequently, they cause great physical and psychological damage to civilians. I.3. Suspension of
the use of all types of anti-personnel mines and booby traps by both sides. I.4. Suspension by the
FMLN of economic sabotage. This includes transport stoppages, electricity cut-offs, and destruction
of export crops, property and infrastructure of the dominant classes and the government. I.5.
Termination of destruction of homes, peasant shelters, social infrastructure, crops and animals of all
persons in conflict zones. This measure includes suspension of activities that block civilian efforts
to rebuild their homes and to rehabilitate the economic, social and infrastructure in damaged areas.
I.6. Full respect for people's rights to live in wherever they choose, to resettlement. Evictions and
all other practices currently employed which lead to the displacement of Salvadorans currently
affecting about 20% of the population must be terminated. I.7. Termination of all impediments
and controls on free circulation of people and goods in conflict zones. I.8. Suspension of military
interference in the normal civilian functions of mayors, judges and other functionaries of the state's
political apparatus. I.9. Release of all imprisoned leaders and members of popular movements
and labor groups. Termination of all types of persecution, arrests, kidnappings, disappearings and
assassinations against those who demand their economic, social and political rights. In the context
of the war, both sides would take prisoner only military personnel, and not persons dedicated to
political activity. I.10. Termination of persecution and capture of civilians who reside in conflict
zones. I.11. Termination of disappearances, and all types of physical and psychological torture
perpetrated against prisoners. I.12. Suspension of the execution of spies and members of intelligence
networks on both sides. I.13. On both sides, respect for the freedom of movement, physical integrity
and freedom to carry out respective functions of medical and paramedical personnel and the
religious personnel who accompany them. The same respect would be applied to clinics, hospital
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installations, equipment, medical supplies, etc. I.14. Respect for wounded combatants on both sides,
permitting their movement and medical attention in any part of the nation. They would not be taken
prisoner, interrogated nor threatened in any way. I.15. Implementation of measures to eliminate
the practice of disappearances and harassment of relatives pertaining to both sides. Relatives of
combatants, officers, militants and leaders of the FMLN and FDR, and of soldiers and officers of the
Salvadoran Armed Forces and government officials would be left alone. I.16. Suspension by both
sides of all forms of forced recruitment. Membership in either of the two forces in conflict must
be determined by free choice of the individual. I.17. Toward reducing the economic impact of the
war on Salvadoran civilians, taxes established in the past two years to support the war should be
suspended. For the same reason, the government should suspend electricity rationing, and higher
charges for electricity. I.18. Suspension of psychological operations that create an atmosphere of
terror, anguish, deceit and disinformation for civilians. These eighteen points constitute an integral
plan for humanizing the war and reducing its economic, social and political impacts...Considering
that this program implies concessions by both sides, the FDR-FMLN declares that the accord
should include all eighteen points. In order for this negotiation to advance in such a way as to
achieve maximum consistency and depth, and to allow progress in the great national effort for
recuperating Salvadoran sovereignty, we propose that the two sides also discuss how to bring about
the departure of US advisers. This is necessary because these advisors promote and direct the
bombing, depopulation and scorched earth policies which have resulted in the deaths of thousands
and great impoverishment. To the present, specific agreements have been violated and delayed
by the government and the Salvadoran Armed Forces. The agreements established in negotiations
in Panama regarding evacuation of the wounded have been met with obstructions and delays,
including the capture of wounded in San Salvador. Next, the Christmas truces, and the agreement
to leave relatives alone and to terminate disappearances have been violated by the government
and the Armed Forces. These problems demonstrate the need to achieve an agreement which
encompasses the eighteen points proposed by the FDR-FMLN and necessitate specific criteria
and mechanisms for the effective implementation and verification of these measures should they
be adopted. II. Outline and Proposal to Reopen Dialogue Toward an Overall Political Solution
A. Outline 1. At this moment in the national conflict, dialogue and negotiations for an overall
political solution cannot be limited to the FDR and FMLN on the one hand, and the Government
and the Armed Forces on the other. The deepening of the national crisis demonstrates to us the
extent of the economic and military dependence of the Salvadoran state on the United States. This
situation demands an effort by all patriotic sectors to search for and construct a national solution.
The participation of all social and political forces of the nation in an broad and sincere dialogue is
indispensable if we are to find and carry out a solution to the crisis. This broad-based participation
is necessary to defeat the resistance of the US government, which...persists in continuing to escalate
the war in El Salvador, and rejects rejects a just and realistic negotiated end to the conflict. 2)
Therefore, only by bringing into play all national forces and power factors will it be possible to
overcome these obstacles and take back into our own hands the destiny of our nation and construct
a just peace. Direct dialogue between the FDR-FMLN and the government ought to help develop a
full national dialogue as was agreed upon by both parties in the meeting in La Palma. Such dialogue
would permit all sectors to think through and contribute to the formation of a national policy and
a patriotic platform for a national solution. 3) In July 1986, as a contribution by the FDR-FMLN
towards bringing about this national dialogue, we presented a social plan for a national solution
directed at all sectors. In its most succinct form, the six points of our plan were and are: A solution to
the conflict must be fashioned by Salvadorans. The government must be characterized by openness
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and pluralism. A cease-fire will go into effect at the same time the government is reformed. The
beginnings of an economically just regime must be established. Democracy and support for human
rights must be implemented. A foreign policy premised on peace must be implemented. B. Proposal
To this end, we propose that the meeting to negotiate the eighteen points mentioned above also
include the theme of the organization and promotion of a national dialogue of all national political
and social sectors, and the organization of direct and ongoing dialogue for the overall solution to
the conflict between the two sides to the conflict. [Signed:] Ruben Zamora Rivas For the Executive
Committee of the FDR Shafik Jorge Handal For the General Command of the FMLN

-- End --
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